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TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: MOVEMENT OF REFUGEES FROM HONG KONG AND MACAU 
REF: (A) GENEVA 12348; (B) STATE 203265 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES PROMPT REPRESENTATIONS TO THE 
UNHCR ON HONG KONG CARE AND MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS. WE NOTE, 
HOWEVER, THAT REFTEL A REFERS TO MACAU CAPACITY AT APPROXI 
MATELY 1000. MISSION SHOULD BE AWARE THAT ACTUAL MACAU 
CAPACITY IS MUCH GREATER, PROBABLY FIVE TO SIX THOUSAND. 
CONSTRAINT IS NOT PHYSICAL CAPACITY BUT RATHER WILLINGNESS 
OF MACAU GOVERNMENT TO ACCEPT INCREASING NUMBERS OF REFU- 
GEES IN A TEMPORARY ASYLUM STATUS. 

2. INITIAL PROPOSAL BY MACAU GOVERNMENT TO UNHCR MENTTONS 
FIGURE OF 400. SUBSEQUENT FIGURE MENTIONED IN 

TALKS BETWEEN ORM DIRECTOR LOWMAN AND MACAU OFFICIALS WAS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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600. WE BELIEVE THESE FIGURES ARE INDICATORS NOT OF ACT- 
UAL PHYSICAL CAPACITY BUT RATHER LEVEL TO WHICH MACAU 
GOVERNMENT PRESENTLY WTLLING TO GO. HOPEFULLY, IF INITIAL 
TRANSFERS GO SMOOTHLY, ASSURANCES BY HKG TO GOM OF 
ITS WILLINGNESS TO TAKE REFUGEES BACK IF NECESSARY WILL 
CONVINCE GOM TO ACCEPT INCREASINGLY LARGE NUMBERS OF 
REFUGEES. 
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3. WE AGREE, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS ALSO VERY DESIRABLE TO 

TO SEEK REDUCED HOUSING COST IN HONG KONG AS WELL. IT WAS 
FOR THIS REASON THAT ORM DIRECTOR REQUESTED IRC TO DEVELOP 
PROPOSALS FOR INDOCHINESE REFUGEE HOSTEL WHICH MIGHT 
HOUSE UP TO 500 REFUGEES. THIS SUBJECT WAS ALSO DISCUSSED 
WITH HKG OFFICIALS WHO INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO ASSIST 
UNHCR IN FINDING LOW COST HOUSING FACILITIES. 

4. REQUEST US MISSION GENEVA PASS THESE ADDITIONAL 
THOUGHTS ON TO JAEGER. VANCE 
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